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Approval of 112th Annual Meeting Minutes

No annual meeting of the Prairie Club was conducted in 2020 so there are no
meeting minutes to approve. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Prairie Club Board
of Directors at its May 20, 2020, meeting agreed that the information that would
usually be discussed at the 112th annual meeting of Prairie Club members, originally
scheduled for Saturday, June 13, 2020, would instead be conveyed by publishing
committee and other reports via the Prairie Club’s website and issuing an expanded
edition of The Bulletin that was published June 5, 2020. The Prairie Club intends to
have a similar communication describing this year’s annual meeting topics.

Membership Count for 2020
776
2
4
2
14
45

- Category 1 (Active)
- Category 2 (Honorary)
- Category 3 (Senior Active)
- Category 4 (Hiker/Walker)
- Category 5 (Student)
- Category 6 (Senior)

843

- Total Prairie Club Members

Members & Friends Who Passed Away
in 2020
Amy Welch
Jane Cooper
Harold "Harry" Clancy
Mack Overton
Mary Gilligan
Jane Simmons
Alice Vronay
Marjorie Whitson-Schubel
Elizabeth Favorite
Larry Brabec
Jeanne Marie North
Jacquie Dziak

passed away on January 16, 2020
passed away on March 29, 2020
passed away on April 20, 2020
passed away on May 22, 2020
passed away on June 11, 2020
passed away on June 23, 2020
passed away on September 8, 2020
passed away on September 28, 2020
passed away on October 3, 2020
passed away on October 10, 2020
passed away on October 22, 2020
passed away on October 29, 2020

Members & Friends Who Passed Away
in 2021
Patrick Maguire
Van Ness Simmons
Cynthia Roberts Burton
Clark Miller

passed away on March 1, 2021
passed away on March 12, 2021
passed away on March 16, 2021
passed away on May 3, 2021

New Members 2020
Katie Banks & Timothy Halt
Oak Park, IL 60304
Sponsors: Janis Martin, Elizabeth Richardson
Interviewed by: M.P. McKenzie

Andrew McDonald
Chicago, IL 60613
Sponsors: Richard Mertz, Jim Jozefowicz
Interviewed by: Terese Clancy

Diana Bolyard
Goshen, IN 46528
Sponsors: Janis Martin, Ruth Andrews
Interviewed by: M.P. McKenzie

Nan McRaven
Austin, TX 78703
Sponsors: Jean Simmons, Sarah Craig Pratt
Interviewed by: Terese Clancy

Connie & Steven Davies
Spring Grove, IL 60081
Sponsors: Mickey Hanson, James Frank
Interviewed by: Paula Kiehm

Sherri "Karma" Meehan
Round Lake, IL 60073
Sponsors: James Frank, Dave Retsky
Interviewed by: Erin Kiehm

William Donnell
Aurora, IL 60506
Sponsors: John McKee, Ellen Bonewitz
Interviewed by: Frances Kirby

Donald Meyer
Lakeside, MI 49116
Sponsors: John McKee, John Cordogan
Interviewed by: Barbara Burton

Robin Falconio
Harbert, MI 49115
Sponsors: Robert Foote, Cynthia Ballard
Interviewed by: Frances Kirby

William Meyer
Lakeside, MI 49116
Sponsors: John McKee, John Cordogan
Interviewed by: Barbara Burton

Nicholas Farley
Goleta, CA 93117
Sponsors: Rob Burton, Sarah Witte
Interviewed by: Marcy Gray

Lee Shevell
Chicago, IL 60610
Sponsors: Betsy Morgan, Susan Goldin-Meadow
Interviewed by: Terese Clancy

Charles Greenleaf
Alexandria, VA 22314
Sponsors: John Timothy Wixted, Leo Krusack
Interviewed by: Terese Clancy

Jagoda Trzop
Kildeer, IL 60047
Sponsors: Elizabeth Watrakiewicz, Monika Ourth
Interviewed by: Barbara Burton

Denise Hughes
Lombard, IL 60148
Sponsors: Elizabeth Kane, Dave Retsky
Interviewed by: Paula Kiehm

Natalie Underhill
Carpentersville, IL 60110
Sponsors: Barb Burton, Lois Bucher
Interviewed by: Francis Kirby

Kathleen McClure
Chicago, IL 60646
Sponsors: Mickey Hanson, Brian Reed
Interviewed by: Erin Kiehm

Barry Washburn
Anchorage, AK 99508
Sponsors: Rob Burton, Margaret Hughes
Interviewed by: Barb Burton

The Prairie Club Treasurer’s Report – 2021 Annual Meeting
Despite the difficulties of addressing the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the Prairie Club continues to be in a
strong financial position. In the spring of 2020, the Board of Directors made the difficult decision to suspend
rental operations as a result of the pandemic. The Board recognized this action would place a strain on the
Club’s financial position but funds were available in the Hazelhurst Rental Properties Improvement Fund to
allow the Club to weather the storm. We ended the year 2020 with approximately $372,000 of cash and
investments, of which $164,000 is unrestricted and $208,000 has been reserved for future long-term capital
improvements and other uses. The Club does not have any debt except for routine expenses in the process of
being paid.
Primarily due to the suspension of rental operations, net profit for the year (after the depreciation charge)
was a loss of $46,486, a decrease of 60,671 from net profit in 2019 of $14,185. The decrease would have been
significantly greater were it not for Hazelhurst pavilion donations of $55,900.
The Club’s tax return (Form 990) for 2020 was filed on a timely basis with the IRS.
Mark V. Sever
Treasurer
The Prairie Club
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Prairie Club
2020 Financial Summary
End of Year
2020
$163,900
208,099
$371,999

Beginning
of Year 2020
$175,580
209,477
$385,057

Increase
(Decrease)
$ 5,659
43,813
$49,472

Rental Fees
Buena Vista
Family Cottage
Farmhouse
Spring Grove Lodge

__2020
$
(50)
1,475
3,874
1,400
$ 6,699

Prior Year
2019
$ 39,785
31,007
48,578
6,751
$ 126,121

Increase
(Decrease)
$(39,835)
(29,532)
(44,704)
(5,351)
$(119,422)

Membership Dues

$ 92,544

$ 98,073

$ (5,529)

Net Profit (Loss)
Buena Vista
Family Cottage
Farmhouse
Hazelhurst
Prairie Club Office
Improvement Funds
Spring Grove
Subtotal - before depreciation
Less Depreciation
Net Profit (Loss) after Depreciation

$ (13,224)
(21,559)
(19,600)
56,050
7,076
23,041
0
31,784
(78,270)
$ (46,486)

$ 13,659
13,292
15,312
0
15,663
28,779
0
86,705
(72,520)
$14,185

$ (26,883)
(34,851
(34,912)
56,050
(8,587)
(5,738)
0
(54,921)
5,750
$(60,671)

Unrestricted cash
Restricted cash and investments
Total cash and investments

2020 Hazelhurst Camp Report
Chaos broke out with Covid19 in early 2020. I had some advance warning because one of my sons
lives in Huang Shi City, in Wuhan Province, China. Meanwhile, at Hazelhurst, we had a towering cliff
along the beach front, as rising lake waters, hurled shoreward by winter winds, had cut deeply into
the foredune. It was suggested that we needed to build a ten-foot stairway for beach access, but I
recommended that we dig a relatively gentle slope into the dune, sufficient to allow us to use our
existing stairs, which consist of individual risers and steps. I dug for much of April, assisted by
volunteers Doug Elrick, Leo Krusack and Lloyd Anderson, among others. About the time that we'd
created a much easier gradient for people to make their way up and down to the beach with, a
storm came in and washed away nearly everything that we had done.
Later, however, volunteers Larry Bergman and Randy Ball created a very useful stairway, using our
existing steps. It remained in use all season, despite the fact that it ended at the water's edge.
As Camp Chair, I held a meeting prior to peak season, to confer with my committee chairs regarding
our response to Covid19 vice-a-viz Hazelhurst summer activities. Committee chairs were nearly
unanimous in the opinion that all activities needed to be cancelled, including Saturday evening
programs at the red barn, junior activities, use of the barn and beach bathrooms, Monday morning
coffees, 4th of July celebrations and the use of communal equipment, such as basket balls and
tennis racquets. It fell to me to determine whether our barbecue grill would be available for use.
After some confusion, I decided to leave the grill locked up and out of sight.
I was quite surprised that some of our members apparently expected to enjoy a relatively normal
summer at Hazelhurst, despite the pandemic. Restrictions meant to slow the spread of the disease
seemed like a matter of life or death to some and a total nuisance to others. Meanwhile, with no
prior experience and despite a slow internet connection, I presided over two Zoom Siteholder's
Meetings, which went off surprisingly well, thanks primarily to the patience and good humor of the
membership. In early fall, I was informed that our footbridge was in need of attention, which
problem I foisted off onto incoming Camp Chair, Sharon Lemler, who has dealt quite successfully
therewith.
2020 is a year that has left few memories, though sharing that year with friends and acquaintances,
however infrequently, at Hazelhurst, helped me survive and even enjoy moments an otherwise
dismal year. Thanks again to everyone who helped us through a season we hope not to repeat any
time soon!
Rick Krumbacher
Hazelhurst Camp Chair, 2020

2020 Spring Grove Camp Report
It has been one heck of a year. We all have seen or suffered loss. Loss of a friend or loved
one, loss of a job, loss of freedoms or just the ability to shake someone's hand. We have
had to count on people to take care of us including first responders and essential workers
who have bravely risked their lives to save and serve others. This past year has taught us to
appreciate the simple things that we might have taken for granted in the past.
The Prairie Club board and the respective camps have had many hours of meetings and
debates to try to figure out how to responsibly reopen. It has been a long road, but we are
now ready to do so. At Spring Grove Camp, the house committee chair, Mickey Hansen and
the interim caretaker, Steve Ciesla have spent many hours cleaning and painting the walls
and also installing epoxy bathroom floor coating. The caretaker’s quarters have also been
renewed with new carpet and laminate floors, new lighting, and window coverings, all
provided by a generous donation from Steve. The lodge is ready for the 2021 rental
season.
The campground is filling up nicely and at this point we only have one open site. One of our
site holders, Jim Frank, spent a great deal of time this previous winter plowing snow at the
camp as northern Illinois received more than its fair share. He now has transitioned back to
his grass cutting role. Site holder Cathy Halfpenny has generously donated 3 memorial
trees and custom plaques to honor the late PC executive director Jacquie Dziak, her late
nephew Trace Davidson and the victims of covid 19. These trees were planted by
members on earth day and were dedicated in a ceremony on Memorial Day weekend.
A big thank you to all site holders for all that you have contributed to the PC in the last
year. If you are a PC member and have never seen the SG camp, please come join us for a
weekend or stop by for a tour.

Thank you,
Erin Kiehm
Spring Grove Camp Chairman

Prairie Club Facilities Upgrades

No discussion of the Prairie Club’s operations as of June 2021 would be
complete without mention of the significant capital expenditures made in
2020 and 2021 at both camps. The long-discussed open-air pavilion at Camp
Hazelhurst is no longer just discussed. The Legacy Pavilion is constructed and
ready for its July 4th dedication. The pavilion was made possible through the
generous support of Hazelhurst siteholders and Prairie Club members as well
as a large contribution from the Hazelhurst Improvement Fund.
In addressing safety concerns for renters amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Prairie Club Board of Directors agreed to upgrade furnaces at all three rental
facilities at Camp Hazelhurst. The Board then took the bold action to
significantly further improve the Buena Vista rental facility. Not only did the
facility get two new furnaces but foundation, plumbing, and insulation work
coupled with the purchase of energy efficient doors and windows have
transformed the Buena Vista facility from its May to October availability to a
year-round rental facility. Please come and enjoy the uniqueness of Lake
Michigan and Southwest Michigan in the winter.
Spring Grove purchased a new well pump and a furnace no longer needed
due to the Buena Vista improvements was repurposed to be installed at the
Spring Grove lodge later this year.
But the Board will not stop there. Plans are still on the drawing board to
consider adding a screened porch at the Farmhouse as soon as funding
permits. The Prairie Club Board of Directors remains committed to providing
outstanding rental facilities for members’ enjoyment at reasonable prices.

BUENA VISTA REPORT

Buena Vista is up and running after a year of quiet. I’m sure its walls will be happy to welcome the laughter,
fun and camaraderie of members and guests once again, it is a place built for gathering.
In the last months BV has had many upgrades and is ready for the high season!
There are now 2 dedicated HVAC systems, one per side. Each side can be rented without having shared
ventilation, something especially important as the covid pandemic winds down.
The systems will be much more efficient, especially on the Casa Craig (old side), all the windows and doors in
the living and dining rooms have been replaced with new. We have kept the look of the original windows, so
the feel of the cottage has been maintained. A great improvement!
We also had significant insulation, foundation and plumbing work done.
There is now a small deck with new steps, large enough for 2 chairs off the screened porch on the Casa Craig
side. A lovey spot for morning coffee or sunset through the trees.
Buena Vista is approaching her 100-year anniversary, it was time for a much needed tune-up! None of this
would have happened without the approval of the board and the hard work and wrangling of Vern Kits.
All these improvements are in addition to the usual preparations that happen with each new season,
replacement of pieces of furniture, lamps, small appliances, bedding items, pieces of art, etc. We also have
brand new porch beds and a new set of bunk beds (generously donated by the Breach family).
Buena Vista continues to be our Grand Lady of the Dunes and a wonderful place to gather for any occasion.
Perhaps best of all, due to all the new enhancements, the facility will now be open year-round for rentals.
Keep this in mind for wintertime fun at Hazelhurst!
After many years of chairing Buena Vista, and co-chairing with Beverly McBrien, I am passing the stewardship
on to Linsey Crowninsheld. It has been my pleasure to serve the facility and the Club.

Respectfully,
Paula Flanagan
Buena Vista Chair

Farmhouse Report
It has been an interesting year! We are happy to announce the Farmhouse is now open and
available again for rentals. During the past year, we have upgraded the Farmhouse
structure, repaired, and replaced some worn out, broken or damaged items. (i.e., new fans
and light fixtures in the living room and kitchen, fresh paint on select walls, carpet and
upholstery cleaning, window washing, native shrub and plants outside back door, 15 pieces
of furniture painted, several new mattresses, cushions, and linens to replace stained and
worn-out ones)
We have made changes to the cleaning and rental policies due to Covid-19. That being said,
the exclusive rentals are now 6 nights instead of 7 (Friday thru Thursday). This will enable
adequate cleaning between the exclusive rentals. New signage has been posted in the
farmhouse to remind renters about Covid-19 safety.
Many thanks to Vern, Natalie and DeeAnna for the support they have given to us, especially
during the reopening phase of the Farmhouse. We really appreciate their time and effort
during this past year to ensure that the rental operations run smoothly.
We are proud managers of the Farmhouse and we continue to work diligently to provide a
safe, clean and welcoming facility to all renters!

Kind regards,
Barbara Wittersheim and Deborah McGrath
Farmhouse Chairs

Family Cottage Report
This will be a 2020 brief report since Maggie Soliz and I took over from Carla Kausler in January 2021 as co-chairs of the
family cottage. Given this, I will mainly cover the activities year to date in 2021.
We met with Carla via Zoom starting in October 2020 on a regular basis to better understand the role. She gave us the
overview of the role and some of the yearly tasks like preparing the budget in September. She also shared the major
work that was done in 2020, the addition of the new deck in the front of the family cottage.
With the Covid restrictions still in place until May 2021, Maggie and I attended the special meetings both with the rental
chairs and the board to determine a plan for reopening the rentals.
With the plan in place to open for rentals on May 28th, we started in May 2021 purchasing new bedding supplies:
mattress toppers, mattress covers, pillows, mattress covers and bedspreads for all beds on both sides of the family
cottage. Due to other commitments, Maggie had to resign from being the co-chair in May 2021 and Laurel became the
Family Cottage Rental Chair.
In addition, with the help of Barb and Deb, additional sprucing up was done to the screened in porches on both sides. A
used wicker furniture set was purchased to replace the very old and failing wicker that was on the screened in porch,
along with new indoor/outdoor area rugs and cushions for all the furniture in the porch. To spruce up the sitting areas,
Barb and Deb also replaced some broken lamps and installed new lampshades for some of the lamps, along with some
new pillows for the couches.
With the summer rental season in full swing now, the plan is to visit the family cottage on a quarterly basis, thus the
next maintenance trip will be early fall after the summer weekly rentals end. However, if the need arises to take care of
a maintenance issue before then, I will make a day trip in between the summer weekly rentals on a cleaning day
(Thursday).
I am attaching some photos of the spruced-up family cottage for reference.

Laurel Salvador
Family Cottage Rental Chair

Activities Committee Report
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic all walks, kayaking etc. were cancelled. All activities remain
cancelled until the Board approves restarting our activities.

Hope Little, Chair
Prairie Club Activities Committee

Conservation Committee Report
Ordinarily the Prairie Club divides its annual contributions equally between Chikaming
Open Lands in Michigan and the Nippersink Watershed Association in Illinois.
This year the Club focused on a single issue - the Save Harbert Road Woods
campaign. Thanks in part to a contribution from the Prairie Club and from generous
donations by individual Club members, the $1.3M fund drive to save the Harbert Road
Woods was successful.
The 14-acre Harbert Road Woods property, which will be managed by Chikaming Open
Lands, connects two existing Chikaming Open Land preserves, creating a 33-acre
wildlife/pedestrian corridor just south of Hazelhurst.
All of us can be proud of Prairie Club's land conservation efforts during the past year.

Leo Krusack
Conservation Chair

